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RESEARCH: FOCUSING IN ON TEACHERS -- Education Week http://www.edweek.org/ew/newstory.cfm?slug=29teachquality.h21
Ivan Cheng (Team A):

CLOSE TEACHER GAP TO CLOSE STUDENT PERFORMANCE GAP

"If I Can't Learn From You... Ensuring Highly Qualified Teachers for Every Classroom" is the 2003 annual "Quality Counts" research report from EdWeek. Among the findings of the report is the fact that schools that serve high minority and high poverty students have the greatest gap in student performance as well as the highest numbers of non-credentialed teachers, inexperienced teachers, or teachers who are teaching outside of a major or minor area of preparation. The

reports notes that many districts are increasing the numbers of credentialed teachers overall; however they are not focusing their efforts on recruiting teachers for the schools with the lowest

student performance.  http://www.edweek.org/sreports/qc03/
RETAINING THE BEST TEACHERS

While many teachers enter teaching each year, many new teachers leave the profession within five years. The Alliance for Excellent Education report, "New Teacher Excellence, Retaining Our Best" highlights strategies to support and retain exceptional new teachers.

http://www.all4ed.org/policymakers/NewTeacherExcellence/NTE.pdf
NO DREAM DEFERRED: A PLEDGE TO AMERICA'S CHILDREN

All the talk about America's short supply of teachers misses the point, says a privately funded group dedicated to improving teaching in the country's schools. The real problem is keeping teachers in the classroom. Increasingly states are lowering standards, scrapping training 

and ignoring laws in favor of stopgap hiring. Because the teacher-staffing problem has been defined the wrong way, the solutions have been wrong, too.  The National Commission on Teaching and America's Future (NCTAF) aims to change the debate as federal and state leaders seek ways to swell teaching ranks and improve academic achievement. Their new report outlines three strategies: organizing every school for teaching and learning success; insisting on quality teacher preparation, program accreditation, and licensure; and developing rewarding career paths for teachers.  http://www.nctaf.org/
STANDARDIZATION & ITS UNSEEN IRONIES

How does one measure the growth of intellect, imagination, and aspiration? How does one measure curiosity, self-confidence, and hope? Peter Cookson asks, "Why would we believe that educational potential could be captured by a standardized test?" He fears that the current test frenzy will create a dumber, not a smarter America. According to Cookson, "By reducing education to a numbers game, the standardizers and the testers will ensure that very little goes on in America's classrooms except test preparation. Instead of curing illiteracy, we will deprive children of the one thing that makes reading compelling: curiosity. Instead of rousing minds to life, we will be putting our children to sleep at the very time when the future depends on their intellectual strength and flexibility."  http://www.edweek.com/ew/ewstory.cfm?slug=19cookson.h22
TEACHING SCHOOLS FORCED TO RETHINK APPROACH

Teacher education across the country is adjusting slowly to the demands that the No Child Left Behind act will place on teachers and schools, reports Jay Mathews. The Bush administration has pledged to spend $2.85 billion in coming years on alternatives to traditional education schools. So education schools that do not become more effective and more flexible will face uncomfortable changes or possible extinction. One problem is that the Bush administration wants education schools to not only add new courses, but also throw out some old ones. Most education school leaders say they are not certain how much their methods will change, given that their instructors are not especially eager to embrace a new federal testing program as a measure of students' work.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A52358-2003Jan13.html
WHY DO STUDENTS LACK MOTIVATION?

We know that children, almost from birth, are driven by curiosity; they're like sponges, soaking up everything they see and hear. Learning is as natural to them as breathing, and they delight in every accomplishment.  As author James Raffini puts it, "Rarely does one hear parents complain 

that their preschooler is 'unmotivated.'" Research suggests that kids' motivation to learn is significantly influenced by their home environment and by the attitudes of their parents toward learning and questioning.  Children who arrive at school with a learning deficit often struggle and fail in classrooms and may withdraw as an act of self- preservation. But many youngsters from reasonably affluent homes and with educated, encouraging parents often lack motivation, as well. This suggests that something about the school experience may contribute to the problem. In 

this article, Ron Wolk interviews his 7-year-old grandson to find out why school is perceived by so many children as getting "in the way of life."

http://www.teachermagazine.org/tmstory.cfm?slug=05persp.h14
Jan. 2001 Phi Delta Kappan (vol. 82, no. 5, pp. 378-383)

http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kappan.htm
Winter 1999 American Educator “Building a New Structure for School Leadership” 

(vol. 23, no. 4, pp. 6-13, 42-44) 

http://www.aft.org/american_educator/winter99-00/NewStructureWint99_00.pdf
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