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Advisement & Office Hours
Advisement will be available by arranging an advisement appointment through the Department Office at 818-677-5116 (v), 818-677-4973 (tty) or email deaf.studies@csun.edu.

The Department Office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm.  We also welcome you to visit our Department website at www.csun.edu/education/dfst.

Faculty

Lawrence Fleischer

Department Chair

lawrence.fleischer@csun.edu

	Patrick Boudreault

patrickb@csun.edu
	Jordan Eickman

jordan.eickman@csun.edu
	Genie Gertz

genie.gertz@csun.edu




Part Time Faculty

	Vera Fleischer

vera.fleischer@csun.edu


	Jeff Lenham

jeff.lenham@csun.edu
	Garlan Wayne Miller

garlan.miller@csun.edu
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Deaf Studies Department


CSUN is proud to be one of the few mainstream institutions in the nation that offers a comprehensive undergraduate program in the area of Deaf Studies and has long been acknowledged as a leader in providing quality education in a variety of deaf-related fields.  In addition, CSUN provides Deaf Studies majors with a variety of other unique opportunities including membership in student organizations, interaction with more than 200 deaf/hard-of-hearing students who attend this institution, the most extensive collection of resource materials related to deafness in the western United States, participation in a variety of campus/community events including Deafestivals and ASL/Deaf Theatre productions, visiting speakers and on-the-job training while earning university credit.
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Remember ~ these plans should be used as a GUIDE.  ALWAYS consult your advisor regarding course sequencing, appropriate unit load, pre-requisites, potential transferable units, your personal graduation evaluation, etc. … A well-laid plan can lead you to your goal(s)!

Why Major In Deaf Studies?


Why major in Deaf Studies?  Deaf Studies is not a study of them; it is a study of us. We are Deaf; we are hearing; we are old; we are young; we are from every corner of the United States; we are from every part of the globe. We are richly diverse in our backgrounds, our interests, our abilities – but we are one in the pursuit of excellence in education and the equalization of opportunities for all people. Majoring in Deaf Studies will broaden and enrich your knowledge of the most basic elements of our humanity ... language, culture and society.

Why study Deaf Studies at California State University, Northridge (CSUN)?  CSUN is proud to be one of only two institutions in the nation that offers a comprehensive undergraduate program in the area of Deaf Studies. It has long been acknowledged as a leader in providing quality education in a broad variety of fields relating to deafness and is unequaled in terms of its exceptionally skilled and dedicated faculty, a special student body, and extensive resources.

At Deaf Studies, we believe in learning, not everything from books and teachers, but from interaction with Deaf people. Elements of our department offer outstanding opportunities for practicum and internship experience. In addition, Deaf Studies is active in sponsoring a number of campus and community activities including Distinguished Visiting Guest Speakers, Deafestivals, and ASL/Deaf Theatre Productions, just to name a few. Majors are always encouraged to get involved "behind the scenes".


Interested in getting involved in student organizations? The Deaf CSUNians is one of the largest chartered organizations under the University's Associated Students program. Its objective is to promote cultural, political, and social awareness among its deaf and hearing members and in the campus community. The Deaf Studies Association is another organization that brings together people of varied backgrounds for the purpose of broadening cultural awareness. In addition to fostering student run groups for Deaf Studies majors, it sponsors a variety of special events for the community at large including professional workshops, guest speakers, academic panels, social gatherings, and more! Membership in both of these organizations is open to all!

Want interaction with deaf people? CSUN boasts the largest nationwide enrollment of students who are deaf and hard of hearing at a mainstream institution. CSUN was one of the first mainstream universities in the nation to admit people who are deaf and hard of hearing--providing inspiration for the National Center on Deafness, a landmark institution on the campus of CSUN that provides support services to the deaf and hard of hearing student population and continues to bridge the deaf and hearing communities. Today, over 200 deaf and hard-of-hearing students attend CSUN and are mainstreamed into regular university classes.

Need library resources? The resource library maintained at the National Center on Deafness on the campus houses the most extensive collection of materials related to deafness in the western United States. The information found in the library includes signed and captioned media, reports, newsletters, periodicals, and books from programs and organizations throughout the world. With thousands of videotapes, books, and other materials related to deafness, this library is a valuable regional research base.

What do majors do after graduation?  During recent years, a number of significant legislative and judicial initiatives and directives have appeared at the federal, state, and local levels to ensure that the approximately 500,000 deaf Americans have full access to public and private programs and services. As social, community, legal and educational services have expanded nationwide, many career possibilities have opened up for persons interested in professional work in deaf-related fields. The Deaf Studies major at CSUN will provide appropriate exposure and preparation to students for professional careers as sign language interpreters, sign language instructors, counselors, government specialists, audiologists, speech pathologists, program administrators, community service personnel, and many other deaf-related vocations.

The Deaf Studies faculty and staff enjoy having a personal relationship with all of our majors, and we look forward to meeting you! In no other single location will you find a comparable concentration of teaching, research, learning, and service activities on such a wide range of topics relevant to deafness. Some of the best known names in the field, resources, and opportunities are all here at CSUN!
Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate ability to communicate in American Sign Language (ASL) with Deaf people.

2. Identify the major features of and issues in the Deaf Community and Deaf Culture.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of power, privilege, and oppression on the Deaf Community that result in Deaf people’s experience of prejudice, discrimination, and inequity.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of how the study of Deaf Studies enables individuals to make informed judgments that strengthen the Deaf Community.

5. Demonstrate an appreciation of the contributions of Deaf arts and humanities for shedding light on what it means to be Deaf.

6. Describe communication between hearing people and Deaf people that is vital to contemporary society.

7. Analyze critically how a Deaf person’s social-cultural history influences one’s sense of self and relationship to others.

8. Reflect critically on one’s abilities in interacting with Deaf individuals, socially and professionally, and evaluate the level of integration achieved.
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* 48 GE units are required for the baccalaureate degree.  Courses taken within the major normally will NOT meet the requirements in General Education, except in Section A.

* The sum of the minimums for each section is 47 units.  After completing the course requirements for all sections, if fewer than 48 units have been completed, then one additional GE course from any of the GE sections must be completed to meet the 48 unit requirement.

* 9 of the required 48 GE units must be in Upper Division courses taken no sooner than the semester in which junior standing (60 units) is achieved.  Note that completion of the lower division writing requirement is a prerequisite for enrollment in Upper Division GE courses.

Deaf Studies Major Requirements
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Lower Division Required Courses (11 units)

DEAF 200

Introduction to Deaf Studies (3 units)

DEAF 280

American Sign Language III (4 units)

DEAF 281

American Sign Language IV (4 units)

Upper Division Required Courses (21 units)

Take both:

DEAF 360

American Deaf Culture (3 units)

DEAF 484

Structure of ASL (3 units)

Choose any two of the following (6 units):

DEAF 300

Advanced ASL Conversation (3 units)

DEAF 370

ASL/English Translation (3 units)

DEAF 489/L          Introduction to ASL Translation of Literary and Artistic Works/Creative Uses of ASL (1/2 units)

Choose any three of the following (9 units):

CD 410

Hearing Science (3 units)

DEAF 350

Principles of Sign Language Interpretation (3 units)

DEAF 400
Deaf People and Hearing People: A Comparative Cultural Analysis (3 units)

DEAF 401

Deaf History (3 units)

DEAF 402

Deaf Literature (3 units)

DEAF 404

Issues and Trends in the Deaf Community 

(3 units)

DEAF 406

The Deaf Learner (3 units)

DEAF 485

Issues in American Sign Language (3 units)

DEAF 490 A-G
Essentials of Signed Languages (1-1-1-1-1-1-1 units)
Capstone Course (3 units)

DEAF 497

Deaf Studies Capstone (3 units)

In addition to the core classes required of every Deaf Studies major, students are expected to choose one concentration area and complete 15 units within that area.
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Take all of the following (12 units):

DEAF 380/383  ASL/English Interpreting I (3/1 units)

DEAF 381/383  ASL/English Interpreting II 

(3/1 units)

DEAF 420  ASL/English Interpreting III (4 units)


Choose one of the following (3 units):

DEAF 482  ASL/English Interpreting Practicum 

(3 units)

DEAF 491 A – F  Specialized Areas of Sign 

Language Interpretation (1-1-1-1-1-1 units)
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Take all of the following (12 units):

DEAF 401  Deaf History (3 units)

DEAF 402  Deaf Literature (3 units)

DEAF 405  ASL/Deaf Theatre (3 units)

DEAF 485  Issues in ASL (3 units)


Choose one of the following (3 units):

DEAF 300  Advanced ASL Conversation (3 units)

DEAF 370  ASL/English Translation (3 units)

DEAF 489/L  Introduction to ASL Translation of 

Literary & Artistic Works/Creative Uses of 

ASL (1/2 units)
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Take all of the following (15 units):

CD 410  Hearing Science (3 units)

DEAF 400  Deaf People and Hearing People: A 
Comparative Cultural Analysis (3 units)

DEAF 401  Deaf History (3 units)

DEAF 402  Deaf Literature (3 units)

DEAF 406  The Deaf Learner (3 units)
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Take all of the following (12 units):

DEAF 400  Deaf People and Hearing People: A 

Comparative Cultural Analysis (3 units)

DEAF 401  Deaf History (3 units)

DEAF 404  Issues and Trends in the Deaf 

Community (3 units)

DEAF 407  Law and the Deaf (3 units)


Choose one of the following (3 units):

DEAF 300  Advanced ASL Conversation (3 units)

DEAF 410  Deaf Women in Today’s American 

Society (3 units)

DEAF 415  Deaf Studies Community Services 

(3 units)
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Take all of the following (12 units):

DEAF 400  Deaf People and Hearing People: A 

Comparative Cultural Analysis (3 units)

DEAF 401  Deaf History (3 units)

DEAF 402  Deaf Literature (3 units)

DEAF 410  Deaf Women in Today’s American 

Society (3 units)


Choose one of the following (3 units):

DEAF 404  Issues and Trends in the Deaf 

Community (3 units)

DEAF 406  The Deaf Learner (3 units)

DEAF 407  Law and the Deaf (3 units)
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With the guidance of faculty advisor(s), students can develop a curriculum of field-specific elective courses to complement the Deaf Studies core requirements which reflects their specialized career interests (not part of Concentration I-V above).  The requirements for a Deaf Studies Special Option are:

1. Before the student has completed 90 units, meet with a Deaf Studies faculty advisor to discuss career objectives and an educational plan of proposed courses totaling 15 units (a minimum of 12 units must be upper division); and
2. Submit the program of study to the Department Chair for his evaluation and approval.

Two Year Plan
This plan assumes that a student is GE certified, transferred to CSUN with a maximum of 70 units from a community college, has completed ASL IV, and is attending school full-time.

	Semester 1

UDGE

DEAF 360

DEAF 484

Core Elective

Core Elective

Total


	3 units

3 units
3 units

3 units

3 units

15 units
	Semester 2

UDGE

Core Elective

Core Elective

Concentration Course

Total  


	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units

	Semester 3

UDGE

Core Elective

Concentration Course

Concentration Course

Total  
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units
	Semester 4

Concentration Course

Concentration Course

DEAF 497

General Elective

Total  
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units


Four Year Plan
This plan assumes that a student has no remedial course requirements, has no previous experience with ASL courses, and is attending school full time.

	Semester 1

DEAF 160

GE – Section A

GE – Section A

GE – Section E (UNIV 100)

Total


	4 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

13 units
	Semester 2

DEAF 161

DEAF 200

GE – Section A

GE – Section A

Title V

Total
	4 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

16 units

	Semester 3

DEAF 280

DEAF 360

GE – Section B

GE – Section C

GE – Section D

Total


	4 units

3 units

4 units

3 units

3 units

17units
	Semester 4

DEAF 281

Core Course

GE – Section B

GE – Section C

Title V

Total
	4 units

3 units

4 units

3 units

3 units

17 units

	Semester 5

UDGE

DEAF 484

Core Course

GE – Section F

GE – Section D

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

15 units


	Semester 6

UDGE

Core Course

Core Course

Concentration Course

Concentration Course

Total


	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

15 units

	Semester 7

UDGE

Concentration Course 

Concentration Course

General Elective

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units
	Semester 8

DEAF 497

Core Course

Concentration Course

General Elective

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units


Five Year Plan
This plan assumes that a student has no remedial course requirements, has no previous experience with ASL courses, and is attending school full time.

	Semester 1

DEAF 160

GE – Section A

GE – Section A

GE – Section E (UNIV 100)

Total


	4 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

13 units
	Semester 2

DEAF 161

DEAF 200

GE – Section A

GE – Section A

Total
	4 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

13 units

	Semester 3

DEAF 280

DEAF 360

GE – Section A

GE – Section B

Total


	4 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

13 units
	Semester 4

DEAF 281

Core Course

GE – Section B

GE – Section C

Total
	4 units

3 units

4 units

3 units

14 units

	Semester 5

DEAF 484

Core Course

GE – Section F

GE – Section D

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units


	Semester 6

Core Course

Core Course

GE – Section C

GE – Section D

Total


	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units

	Semester 7

UDGE

Core Course

Concentration Course

Title V

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units
	Semester 8

UDGE

Concentration Course

Concentration Course

Title V

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units



	Semester 9 

UDGE

Concentration Course 

Concentration Course

General Elective

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units
	Semester 10

DEAF 497

General Elective

General Elective

General Elective

Total
	3 units

3 units

3 units

3 units

12 units


48 units of General Education





22 units of electives





50 units of major coursework
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Residence Requirement:





30 units total, including 12 in the major, 24 upper division, 9 in General Education





22 units of electives





50 units of Deaf Studies major course work





48 units of General Education


(includes 9 units of Upper Division)





Capstone 


3 units





Concentration 15 units





Core 


32 units





Deaf Studies Core Classes





Core Classes





Concentration 1:


ASL/English Interpreting





Concentration II:


ASL and ASL Literature





Concentration III:


Pre-Deaf Education





Concentration VI:


Special Option





Concentration V:


Deaf Cultural Studies





Concentration IV:


Deaf Community Services





Electives


 (22 units)





DEAF 491 A-F


 Specialized Areas of Sign Language Interpretation 


(1-1-1-1-1-1 units)





DEAF 381/383 


ASL/English Int. II/Lab 


(3/1 units)





DEAF 420 


ASL/English Int. III 


(4 units)





DEAF 482 


Int. Practicum 


(3 units)





DEAF 380/383


 ASL/English Int. I/Lab


 (3/1 units)





Elective Courses 


(3 units)





Required Classes 


(12 Units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





GE Requirements 


(48 units)





Degree Requirements


(120 units)








Degree Requirements


(120 units)





GE Requirements


(48 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Required Classes


(12 units)





Elective Courses


(3 units)





DEAF 401


Deaf History


(3 units)





DEAF 402


Deaf Literature


(3 units)





DEAF 485


Issues in ASL


(3 units)





DEAF 405


ASL/Deaf Theatre


(3 units)





DEAF 300


ASL Conversation


(3 units)





DEAF 489/L


Creative Uses of ASL


(2/1 units)





DEAF 370


ASL/English Translation


(3 units)





Electives


(22 units)





Degree Requirements


(120 units)





GE Requirements


(48 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Electives


(22 units)





Required Classes


(15 units)





CD 410


Hearing Science


(3 units)





DEAF 401


Deaf History


(3 units)





DEAF 400


Deaf and Hearing People


(3 units)





DEAF 402


Deaf Literature


(3 units)





DEAF 406


The Deaf Learner


(3 units)





Degree Requirements


(120 units)





GE Requirements


(48 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Electives


(22 units)





Required Classes


(12 units)





Electives


(3 units)





DEAF 400


Deaf & Hearing People


(3 units)





DEAF 401


Deaf History


(3 units)





DEAF 404


Issues and Trends


(3 units)





DEAF 407


Law and the Deaf


(3 units)





DEAF 300


ASL Conversation


(3 units)





DEAF 410


Deaf Women


(3 units)





DEAF 415


Deaf Comm. Services


(3 units)





Degree Requirements


(120 units)





GE Requirements


(48 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Electives


(22 units)





Required Classes


(12 units)





Electives


(3 units)





DEAF 400


Deaf & Hearing People


(3 units)





DEAF 401


Deaf History


(3 units)





DEAF 402


Deaf Literature


(3 units)





DEAF 410


Deaf Women


(3 units)





DEAF 404


Issues and Trends


(3 units)





DEAF 406


The Deaf Learner


(3 units)





DEAF 407


Law and the Deaf


(3 units)





Degree Requirements


(120 units)





GE Requirements


(48 units)





Deaf Studies Core Requirements


(32 units)





Concentration Requirements


(15 units)





Electives


(22 units)
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