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Welcome to Supplemental Instruction
The mission of Supplemental Instruction (SI) is to positively influence students’ academic success and personal development. SI classes are directed study groups designed to teach learning strategies and techniques, which will assist students to master course content through small group discussions, class activities, and assignments. 

Skills emphasized may include time management, reading comprehension, critical analysis of material, quantitative reasoning, note taking, essay writing and test preparation.  


Students should enroll in the target course section and in UNIV 060.  Those who complete the requirements, earn one unit of non-baccalaureate credit (CR/NC) graded independently of the target course.  Welcome University 060 students!

Class Requirement #1: Attendance

Attendance in SI is important for success in the target course. Attendance will be taken at each class meeting.  Excessive absences, as determined by the SI leader, will result in a grade of “No Credit.” Notifying your leader in advance of your absence does not negate the absence policy.  

Attendance in SI does not substitute for attendance in the target course.

Class Requirement #2: Bring your textbook

Bring TEXTBOOKS to class.  As students, you are expected to keep up with the reading assignments of the target course, and to be prepared to participate in all SI activities. Take notes in your class and bring them to the session. 

Discussing notes, and what was presented in class, will help you to better understand the material. SI will enable you to add to your knowledge by answering questions and explaining the material in detail; it is not a place to pick up notes from a missed lecture, but a place to build your notes from things you might have missed when attending the lecture.

Prepare for your session by reading your assigned text prior to the session.

Class Requirement #3: Participation
Active participation in SI lessons is necessary. Participation in SI activities, discussions, quizzes, and other assignments is required for “Credit” in SI.

Helping others learn the material will also help you understand it more thoroughly. Working with other students is a very effective method of mastering the material to maximize your learning experience.
Summary
While SI encourages a free exchange of ideas and information, side-conversations or other disruptive talking when the leader or another student is speaking is inappropriate and inconsiderate.  Collegiate behavior and decorum is expected.  Offending student(s) may be asked to drop SI or risk receiving a “No Credit” for the class.
The role of the leader is to help students examine and analyze content material as taught and assigned by the professor of the target course.  This is best done when everyone contributes to the discussion and collaborative learning results.  

The leader’s role is not to lecture on material from the target course or give answers to possible exam questions.  

Students are encouraged to ask questions, to answer each other’s questions, and to feel free to speak up when his/her questions have not been discussed or fully answered.  Suggestions are welcomed, too.

SI is a university class NOT a study hall for completing homework.  The best way to complete your homework is to understand how to do the work independently. This is the goal of SI. The program is designed to help students learn valuable skills, such as study strategies and time management, learn to apply them to current and future courses, and as a result to achieve academic success.

